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Elisabeth Caroline Moses, 1894–1957 
 
By Johannes Wachten, Chief curator emeritus, Jewish Museum Frankfurt  
 

 
Dr. Elisabeth Moses, in: San Francisco Chronicle, December 1957 
 

Elisabeth Moses is the author of Jüdische Kult- und Kunstdenkmäler in den Rheinlanden 
(„Jewish Cult and Art Monuments in the Rhinelands“), an article that appeared in Zeitschrift des 
Rheinischen Vereins für Denkmalpflege und Heimatschutz (“Journal of the Rhenish Association for 
the Preservation of Monuments and of Regional Traditions”), vol. 24 (1931), p. 99–201. 
The essence of her treatment of the subject is formulated already in 1925 regarding the Judaica 
section in the millennium exhibition, published in: Soncino-Blätter, Heft 1 (1925/6), p. 86–88: 
 

“[…] das ist der hier gelieferte Beweis, daß jüdische Kultur am Rhein zwar Dienerin 
gewesen ist jüdischen Glaubens und jüdischer Religionsausübung, daneben aber 
Mitbegründerin und Mitträgerin rheinischer und damit deutscher Kultur.“ 
 
“[…] this is the proof given here that Jewish culture on the Rhine was indeed a servant of 
the Jewish faith and the practice of Jewish religion, but also a co-founder and co-carrier 
of Rhenish and thus German culture.” 

 
The so far only know photograph of Elisabeth Moses appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle 

from December 1957 accompanying her obituary. 
Elisabeth (also: Elizabeth) Caroline Moses, born 14 January 1894 Cologne, Germany, 

deceased 21 December 1957 San Francisco, USA (cf. for all the following: 
https://www.wikiwand.com/de/Elisabeth_Moses [accessed 19 October 2020]; some library 
catalogues give the birth year wrongly as 1893). 

Her parents are Salli Moses (1861-1945) and Lucie Moses born Rothschild (1871-1945), her 
only brother is Paul Josef Moses (1897-1965). 
• The father, Dr. med. Salli (Sally) Moses, an otolaryngologist (with a private medical practice 

and officiating more than 40 years as well in the Cologne Jewish hospital as also in the catholic 
St. Franziskus hospital), emigrated 1938 together with his wife to the USA, San Francisco. 
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• The mother, Lucie (Louise/Luise) Moses née Rothschild, was on the board of the Cologne 
Association of Jewish nurses prior to her emigration. 

• The brother, Paul Josef Moses, was also an otolaryngologist with a private medical practice in 
Cologne (three houses from his father’s one), he emigrated 1936 in the USA, San Francisco. 
There he became (cf. https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Paul_Moses [accessed 19 October 2020]) a 
clinical professor in charge of the Speech and Voice Section, Division of Otolaryngology at the 
Stanford University School of Medicine San Francisco, specializing into the psychology of the 
human voice, seeking to show how personality traits, neuroses, and symptoms of mental 
disorders are evident in the vocal tone or pitch range, prosody, and timbre of a voice, 
independent of the speech content. One of his widely discussed publications: Moses, P. J.: The 
Voice of Neurosis. New York: Grune and Stratton, 1954. 
 
Elisabeth Moses attended in Cologne the Humanistisches Mädchengymnasium am Marienplatz 

(“Classical secondary school for girls at Marienplatz”), first in Prussia and by the way the same 
school as Luise Straus-Ernst (1893–1944), first wife of painter Max Ernst (1891-1976). She passed 
her school-leaving examination (Abitur) in 1912 and studied history of art, archeology, architecture 
and philosophy at Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn as well as in Berlin and 
Munich. 

Her dissertation (supervisor was Paul Clemen (1866-1947), art historian and 
provinzialkonservator in the Rhine Province) is published only in part: 
• Pflanzendarstellungen in der deutschen Kunst des 14./15. Jahrhunderts. Ihre Form und ihre 

Bedeutung. In: Zeitschrift für christliche Kunst, (“Depiction of plants in German art of the 
14th/15th century. Its form and its meaning.” In: “Journal for Christian art”), Heft/volume 34, 
1921 S/p. 157–165.  
 
After graduation and obtaining her doctorate she was employed at the Kunstgewerbe-Museum 

der Stadt Köln (“Arts and Crafts museum of the municipality of Cologne”), involved in its 
reorganization. For the Judaica section in the millennium exhibition of 1925 she was co-curator 
with Rabbi and historian Adolf Kober (1879-1958). The same year 1925 she became in the Cologne 
Arts and Crafts museum the Head of the collection of Textiles and Porcelain and in the Wallraf-
Richartz-Museum in Cologne Head of the Old Paintings division. In 1928 she participated for the 
Cologne Pressa exhibition in planning and designing the Jewish pavilion. She was removed from 
public service in 1933. She left Germany in 1934 and via Italy she emigrated in the USA. There she 
worked in San Francisco at the M. H. de Young Memorial Museum, since autumn 1934 as curator 
for the arts and crafts. As previously in Cologne she reorganized the arts and crafts section curated 
many temporary exhibitions, e.g. Design in '49 (1949), the Contemporary Handweavers Exhibition 
(1950, 1955) or Designer Craftsmen of the West (1957). She organized since 1947 regularly special 
exhibitions with contemporary ceramics. From the end of the 1930ies she put a growing interest in 
the art history of tapestry. During her time at the M. H. de Young Memorial Museum she curated as 
art consultant once again a Judaica exhibition: 

Jewish Ceremonial Objects and Items of Historical Interest, December 14-29, 1945. 
Celebrating the Ninety-Fifth Anniversary of the Founding of the Congregation Emanu-El, 
Arguello Boulevard and Lake Street, San Francisco.  



 

 
–   3   – 

She was also the author of the brochure accompanying the exhibition, which was published, 
by M.H. de Young Memorial Museum and Congregation Emanu-El (San Francisco, Calif.), [San 
Francisco, Grabhorn Press] 1945, [1 folded sheet, 4 pages, 25 cm]. 

That was almost exactly 12 years before on 21 December 1957 she passed away. An obituary 
notice in San Francisco Examiner, 23 Dec 1957, Sec. II, page 19, reads: 

“— in this city, Dec. 21, 1957 Dr. Elisabeth MOSES, beloved sister of Dr. Paul J. and Li 
MOSES, loving aunt of Stefan MOSES. Contributions to Cancer Research preferred. Private 
services were held Sunday, Sinai Memorial Chapel, Divisadero St. at Geary" 

(cf. https://www.sfgenealogy.org/sf/vitals/sfobimm.htm [accessed 19 October 2020]). Nephew 
Stefan B[ertram] Moses was born on October 31, 1930 still in Cologne. He is living his 90th 
anniversary in 2020. His mother was Elisabeth Anna Emma Moses, who was born on February 21, 
1904 in Preetz, Germany. 

The general professional life of Elisabeth Moses as art historian and museum curator is very 
rich and interesting. Her expertise in these matters marked also her treatment of Judaica, which is 
documented in four publications. These are, beside the already mentioned San Francisco exhibition 
of 1945: 

• Die Abteilung 'Juden und Judentum im Rheinland' auf der Jahrtausendausstellung in Köln 
Juni-August 1925. In: Soncino-Blätter, Heft 1 (1925/6), S. 86–88 

• Über eine Kölner Handschrift des Mischneh Thora des Maimonides.  In: Zeitschrift für 
bildende Kunst, Leipzig 1926/7, S. 71–76 

And last but not least the publication in the actual focus: 
• Jüdische Kult- und Kunstdenkmäler in den Rheinlanden. In: Zeitschrift des Rheinischen 

Vereins für Denkmalpflege und Heimatschutz,  Jg. 24 (1931), p. 99–201 (with Adolf Kober, 
p. 7–98). 


