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The exhibition Jewish Life and Culture in Norway: Wergeland’s Legacy explores a fascinating chapter in 
the history of the Jews in Europe, telling the story of the Jewish immigrants who came to Norway from 
1851 to the Second World War through text and photographs from private albums and archives. 
  
The exhibition is named in honour of Norwegian poet, historian, and philosopher Henrik Wergeland (1808-1845), 
a tireless advocate for the repeal of the so-called “Jewish Clause” in the Norwegian Constitution, which prohibited 
Jewish immigration to Norway prior to 1851. 
 
The exhibition was originally produced by Norsk Folkemuseum – The Norwegian Museum of Cultural History in 
Oslo, Norway and curated by folklorist Britt Ormaasen and librarian Oskar Kvasnes, as part of the project 
“Norwegian-Jewish Documentation”. The project was carried out in co-operation with the Jewish Community of 
Oslo (DMT) and The Center for Studies of Holocaust and Religious Minorities in Oslo.  
 
The exhibition was displayed at the museum in 2001, and then toured as a travelling exhibition being displayed in 
90 Norwegian public libraries from 2001 to 2004. In January 2003 an English a bigger version of the exhibit 
opened at Scandinavia House in New York, later touring the States and Canada being displayed in nine Jewish 
and Norwegian-American Museums and cultural centres. In 2009 a similar version was exhibited at Beit Hatfutsot 
in Tel Aviv.  
 
Oslo Jewish Museum and Norsk Folkemuseum is proud to present a new travelling version of the exhibit, aimed 
at the European public for presentation in Jewish Museums throughout Europe. This version has been exhibited 
once already at The White Stork Synagogue in Wroclaw in May 2010, later to be displayed in two additional 
places in Poland. 
 
 
 
Format and presentation: 
 
The exhibition consists of 12 different themes, presented on 24 square posters. The design of the exhibit is fixed, 
but the posters can be printed in a size from 70 x 70 cm to 130 x 130 cm.  
 
Oslo Jewish Museum will provide a DVD with original print files and English text. It is possible to translate the 
exhibit into new languages and replace the English text before printing. The DVD will, apart from the print files, 
contain photos for promotion, the original English text and additional materials. 
 
The posters can be put on display in a stand alone exhibit system or printed on metal plates or capafix-plates.  
 
Oslo Jewish Museum will not charge for the use of the exhibit, but the host museum will have to fund the printing 
of the posters. A complete version in Pdf-format can be sent by email to museums who ask for it. 
 
The curators, Britt Ormaasen and Oskar Kvasnes, will be available for talks and presentations in connection with 
exhibitions opening and the run of the exhibit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Themes of the Exhibition: 
 
01. Introduction 
02. Henrik Wergeland and Article 2/The first wave of immigration 1852-1880 
03. The second wave immigration 1881-1920 
04. The Century family – an immigrant story 
05. Earning a living 
06. Religious life 
07. Culture and organizations 
08. Jewish life throughout Norway 
09. Anti-Semitism and the Norwegian public sphere, 1851-1945 
10. Moritz Rabinowitz – humanist in a dark time 
11. The Persecution and murder of Norwegian Jews 1940-45 
12. Epilogue 
 
 
Production and financial support: 
 
The exhibition is a co-production between the Oslo Jewish Museum and Norsk Folkemuseum. 
 
Curators: Britt Ormaasen and Oskar Kvasnes, The Norwegian Museum of Cultural History 
Project manager: Trond Bjorli, The Norwegian Museum of Cultural History 
 
Consultants: 
Sidsel Levin, Oslo Jewish Museum, 
Harry T. Cleven and Shari Gerber Nilsen (English translation), 
Terje Emberland (text on anti-Semitism), 
Irene Levin (consultant), 
Anne-Lise Reinsfelt (photographer) 
 
Graphic design: Bison Design 
 
The Freedom of Expression Foundation in Oslo have provided financial support for the exhibition. 
 
 
Links: 
 
Oslo Jewish Museum: http://www.jodiskmuseumoslo.no/default.asp?m=9238&lang=ENG 
Norsk Folkemuseum: http://www.norskfolkemuseum.no/en/ 
White Stork Synagogue – Wroclaw Center for Jewish Culture and Education: 
http://www.fbk.org.pl/en/2010/06/wergelands-legacy-2 (Presentation in May 2010) 
 
 
Contact information: 
 
Oslo Jewish Museum 
Calmeyers gate 15b 
N-0183 Oslo 
Tel: +47 22 20 84 00 
 
Director: Sidsel Levin 
sidsel.levin@jodiskmuseumoslo.no 
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Design of the exhibition posters - Sample 1: The Century family 



 

Design of the exhibition posters - Sample 2: Earning a living 



The Exhibition, as presented at The White Stork Synagogue in Wroclaw, May 2010: 
 

 
 

Theme picture and introduction (English text) 
 

 
 

The theme Jewish settlement throughout Norway (Polish text) 
 


